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“THE PROBLEM OF HELL” 

God loves us so much that he is gives us the freedom to reject 
him for the chance for us to truly and freely love Him.  

Luke 16:19-31  
January 27, 2019 

 
Some Verses on the Topic: 
Matthew 25:46; Revelation 21:8; Psalm 9:17; Matthew 25:46; 
Revelation 21:8; Psalm 9:17; 2nd Thessalonians 1:9; Matthew 
13:50; Mark 9:43; Jude 1:7; Matthew 13:42; Matthew 25:41; 
Revelation 19:20; 2nd Peter 2:4; Revelation 10:14; Mathew 10:28 
 
1 – THE RELATIONSHIP OF … THIS LIFE AND THE NEXT 
(v.19-21)  

“There was a rich man who … lived in luxury every day.  At 
his gate laid a beggar … longing to eat what fell from the rich 
man’s table.”  
 

 
2 – THE REALITY OF … DEATH (v.22)  

“The time came when the beggar died … The rich man also 
died.”  

 
Hebrews 9:27  
 
 

3 – THE REALITY OF … AGONY (v.23)  
“In hell, where he was in torment …”  

 
“An offense against God requires a just punishment.  How do you 
make up for stealing something of infinite value?  What cost must 
be paid?  When we run away from God for our eighty years, it is an 
infinite, eternal offense, even if we’ve only done it for a finite time, 
because the issue is not simply the nature of the sin or the sinner, 
but the one being sinned against.” – Mark Clark, The Problem of 
God 
 

 
4 – THE REQUEST FOR … GRACE (v.24)  

“Have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger 
in water and cool my tongue.”  
 
HYMN: “IN CHRIST ALONE”  

“The wrath of God was satisfied.”  
Vs. “The love of God was magnified.”  

 
 

5 – THE REALITY OF … FINALITY (v.25-26)  
“Besides this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so 
that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone 
cross over from there to us.”  
 
“Hell is God’s great compliment to the reality of human 
freedom and the dignity of human choice.” – G.K. Chesterton  
 
 

6 – THE REALITY OF … HELL (v.27-28)  
“Then I beg you, father, warn (my brothers) so that they will 
not also come to this place of torment.”  
 
“Is it not a bit arrogant to presume that our contemporary 
sensibilities about what is compatible with God’s love are so 
much healthier than those of the people of God throughout the 
whole history of Judaism and Christianity?” – Miroslav Volf  
 
 

7 – THE REALITY OF … UNBELIEF (v.29-31)  
“If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”  
 
“We should not assume that people who in this life did not 
wish to surrender their lives to Jesus would somehow change 
their minds in the next life.” – Mark Clark, The Problem of 
God  

 


